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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Uchizaki et al (US 
6,728,193). 

Regarding claim 1, Uchizaki discloses an object lens for an optical pickup (Figs. 1 5 10), 
said object lens being of finite conjugate type for use in an optical pickup capable of recording 
data in and reproducing data from a first optical recording medium and a second optical 
recording medium respectively having recording faces at different heights by irradiating said first 
optical recording medium and said second optical recording medium with a laser beam through 
said object lens (see Figs. 1, 10, elements 108-109), said optical pickup including a 
semiconductor laser diode array having light emitting portions for respectively emitting laser 
beams of different wavelengths (see Figs. 1, 10, elements 101, 102, 111 and cols. 1-2) and said 
object lens being designed to have numerical aperture controlled to be changed in accordance 
with switching between said different wavelengths, whereby allowing said laser beam to be 
focused on said first optical recording medium or said second optical recording medium (see 
cols. 1-2). 
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Regarding claim 2, see Figs. 1, 8-10, discloses the object lens of claim 1, wherein a 
relative positional relationship between said object lens and said semiconductor laser diode array 
is fixed (inherently). 

Regarding claim 3, see col. 4, lines 35-44 and col. Col. 9, lines 45-53), discloses the 
object lens of claim 1, wherein a distance between said light emitting portions of said 
semiconductor laser diode array is 270 .mu.m or less. 

Regarding claim 4, see Figs. 1,10, discloses the object lens of claim 1, wherein change of 
the numerical aperture of said object lens is controlled in accordance with the switching between 
said different wavelengths in such a manner that, in the case where a laser beam of a wavelength 
suitable to said first optical recording medium is allowed to pass through said object lens for 
irradiating said first optical recording medium, portions of said laser beam respectively passing 
through a circular center region including a lens optical axis and a ring-shaped intermediate 
region around said center region are focused on the recording face of said first optical recording 
medium, and that in the case where a laser beam of another wavelength suitable to said second 
optical recording medium is allowed to pass through said object lens for irradiating said second 
optical recording medium, portions of said laser beam respectively passing through said center 
region and a ring-shaped peripheral region around said intermediate region are focused on the 
recording face of said second optical recording medium (see cols. 1-4). 

Regarding claim 5, see Figs. 1, 10, discloses the object lens of claim 4, wherein said 
center region and said intermediate region are defined by an identical lens function. 

Regarding claim 6, see rejection above of claim 1. 
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Cited References 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The cited references relate to an optical pickup device includes a double -source built-in 
semiconductor laser for emitting light of a first wavelength and a light of a second wavelength, 
and an optical pickup apparatus, laser light sources emit a first light beam having having a 
relatively shorter wavelength for the DVD and a second light beam having a longer wavelength 
for the CD. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to VAN T. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272-7590. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / 



